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CSERKÚT

The monument of the village is the 13th century Catholic church with a wood shingle built in 
Romanesque style. One can �nd several farmhouses and craftsmen houses built from red sandstone 
preserved in their original form. 

Thanks to the creative and innovative guest caterers and bio farmers of the village Cserkút is a 
popular destination for rural and ecotourism.

Our publication reveals the cultural and natural values of Cserkút and the actively functioning village guesthouses of the settle-
ment. We proudly present the new attraction of the village, the gastronomy experience space, established within the framework of 
the project entitled Eat Green. 

We hope that we can welcome You and Your family as soon as it is possible among our guests! 

The surroundings of the small hillside 
village is populated since the ancient 
times, people were living here even in 
the Iron Age. Its denominations, which 
can be found in the archives of the 
parish, also re�ect the hundreds of years 
old history of the settlement: Cherkutt, 
Cherkutth, Tserdkugh, Cserkuth and 
Cserkút. According to the �rst terrier and 
the oral traditions, its name was given 
from the spring named Cser, streaming 
out from the red cli�s that hide beneath 
the hills which are chequered by the 
oaks. The censuses related to the tithe of 
the Pope mention the settlement as a 
place with an independent priest. 
Cserkút was the estate of the Chapter of 
Pécs until the middle of the 20th century.

The preserved tax records originated 
and remained from the Turkish era give 
evidence that the settlement was perma-
nently inhibited at that time as well. The 
settlement with already 400 inhabitants 
in the second half of the 19th century 
strengthened constantly from the point 
of view of its economy. This develop-
ment was primarily due to the free royal 
town rank of Pécs obtained at the end of 
the 18th century. Contemporary maps 
prove that by that time the basic 
structure and the building in of Cserkút, 
which can be seen even today, were 
already formed.

In the middle of the 20th century an 
industrial research started with the aim 
of uranium mining. In the nearby urani-
um mining was �ourishing from the end 
of the 1950s towards the end of the 
1980s. Due to the increased possibilities 
of employment, as a consequence of the 
industrialisation, the number of the 
population has been growing dynami-
cally. The mine was closed in 1997 
because of the uneconomical produc-
tion. The plant buildings were disman-
tled than the area was recultivated. 

The pearl of the Mecsek

Cserkút is allocated in Baranya County, embraced by the Western Mecsek, nearly 10 kilome-
tres away from Pécs. The settlement with 628 inhabitants can de�nitely be called the pearl of 
the Mecsek because of its peculiar cultural and natural values. Due to the clean and ordered 
streets, the ornate environment and the hospitality of the local citizens the guests arriving 

here will soon feel themselves at home. 



A peculiar sight of Cserkút is the Catholic St. John the Baptist church which is one of the most 
beautiful Árpád-era churches of Hungary. The church was built in the �rst half of the 13th 
century, nevertheless from some written sources we can conclude that its construction works 
have been started already in the 12th century. Its two-storey tower was attached only later in 
the 14th century, obtaining its �nal present shape. We can �nd some ancient tombs at the 
northern side of the sancti�ed building. 

We can �nd a beautiful semicircle sanctuary in the single-nave church which was built in 
Romanesque style. Besides the sanctuary, on the north, a Baroque sacristy, and on the south 
side a partial external wall paint and a portal ornaments the pure building. 
The interior of the church hides real sancti�ed values and curiosities. From the frescos of the 
dingy walls only particulars remained for the posterity. The frescos that can be seen even 
today quietly guide back the visitor to the past. The unrecognisable �gures probably 
illustrate saints from the Árpád-era. 

The quire is made out of wood and the nave is covered with a horizontal canopy. The inner 
walls are ornamented with real cultural treasures, colourful wall paintings. The Slavic style 
frescos are originated from unknown arti�cers who presumably also participated in the 
contemporary decoration of the Saint Peter and Paul Cathedral in Pécs. The researchers draw 
this conclusion based on the Latin inscription that was found under the wall painting of Saint 
George sitting on his horse ornamenting the right side of the triumphal arch which served for 
the separation of the sanctuary and the nave: „Anno Domini MILE CCC XXX QVIN(T)O”  (“In 
the 1335th year of the Lord for the adoration of saint …”). At the same time, 1335 is the year 
of the formation of the wall paintings of the Cathedral of Pécs as well. 

Those colourful frescos which preserved the �gures of the 12 apostles remained in the best 
shape ornamenting the northern wall. Under the painting of the apostles we can �nd a �gure 
of Christ. On the left hand side of the triumphal arch which is besides the “wall of the 
apostles” we can see Mary with the young Jesus Christ in her arms. At the peak of the tri-
umphal arch, in the middle, the �gure of Jesus stands over the believers and the visitors. 
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The Local History Collection can be found in 
the mayor’s o�ce which is allocated in the 
building of the former school. The collection 
covers the material culture of the traditional 
rural, peasant lifestyle. Among the pieces of 
the exhibition we can �nd instruments which 
are related to presently very rare crafts such 
as blacksmith or harness producer. 

The peasant kitchen equipped with 
traditional stove, baking and cooking pots 
made of pottery, jugs and milk jars re�ect 
genuinely the former everyday reality. We 
can be acquainted with the woven goods and 
cross stitch textiles which are decorated 
richly with the symbols of the former peasant 
world. 

The exhibition is improved with the tools 
(mangle, rammer) related to the washing 
traditions at the Cser spring still vividly 
existing in the folk recollection and to the 
indispensable requisites of hemp processing.  

LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION



The denominator of the neat village, the Cser 
spring (according to some sources, Csar) 
once played a central role on the life of the 
inhabitants. Because of the sacredness of the 
water the spring could have been a blessed 
place even in the ancient times. In the latter 
periods probably the church was built in the 
village thanks to the presence of this water. 

Nevertheless, the spring emerging at the 
roots of the old tree meant also vital water 
for the inhabitants and for the animals alike, 
but is was also indispensable in the house-
hold management. The women washed the 
clothes of the family clean here. 

The present shape of the spring (well) gained 
its present form in 1933, when a laundry 
house was built in the foreground as well. As 
a consequence of the uranium mining its 
water run dry in 1968 than after the termina-
tion of the mining it reappeared in 1990. 

As an initiative of the Cserkút Village Adorn-
ing Association the draw well and the folk 
monument Laundry House have been 
renewed from the donations of the citizens 
and by an extensive partnership. 

WASHING HOUSE



Address: 7673 Cserkút, Rákóczi u. 20.
Webpage: www.borbolyavendeghaz.hu

Email: borbolyavh@t-online.hu
Name of the contact person: Erzsébet Szakácsné Fehérváry 

Accessibility of the contact person: +36/72/564-140; +36/30/2170-719

Address: 7673 Cserkút, Petőfi Sándor u. 6.
Webpage: www.jakabhegyvendeghaz.hu
Email: jakabhegyvendeghaz@gmail.com

Name of the contact person: Tímea Poprócsi 
Accessibility of the contact person: +36/72/ 898 - 235; +36/70/ 2041-545

RURAL GUESTHOUSES 
Thanks to the 

rural guesthouses of Cserkút the holiday can be a 
relaxing and pleasant experience for the whole family. Most of the function-

ing village accommodations are quali�ed by the FATOSZ (National Association of Village 
and Rural Tourism) and are equipped neatly with all modern conveniences. The comfortable and 

tidy rooms have accessible prices. 
The rural guest caterers of the neat guesthouses put great emphasis on the familiarization of the local 

tastes and they also gladly talk about the traditions of the village and the about the enchanting
Jakab Mountain. 

Out of the presently functioning guest houses everyone can �nd the accommodation that would �t the 
best. Not only the great families, families with small children, the elderly, friends or adventur-

ers who would like to hike there can �nd accommodation, but the village guest 
caterers warmly welcome the guests coming with 

their pets as well! 

Address: 7673 Cserkút, Árpád köz 9.
Webpage: www.batvolgyi.hu
Name of the contact person: Éva Axt 
Accessibility of the contact person: +36/72/564-136;  +36/30/3367-756

Address: 7673 Cserkút, Petőfi u. 9.
Webpage: www.czanadomb.hu
Email: samu13@gmail.com
Name of the contact person: Ágnes Kovács 
Accessibility of the contact person: +36/72/564-148, +36/30/2166-896
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Address: 7673 Cserkút, József Attila u. 13.
Webpage: www.mandulahaz.atw.hu

E-mail: buju1014@t-online.hu
Name of the contact person: Judit Burián

Accessibility of the contact person: 06/72 374-343; +36/30/ 3240-388

Address: 7673 Cserkút, József Attila u. 5.
Webpage: www.vorosdombi.hu

Name of the contact person: Gyuláné Szakács (Éva)
Accessibility of the contact person: +36/72/564-142; +36/20/9890-398

Address: 7673 Cserkút, Árpád köz 11.
Email: vendeghaz@freemail.hu; drmink@freemail.hu
Name of the contact person: Iván Mérész 
Accessibility of the contact person: +36/72/564-150, +36/70/5282-342,
+36/70/7729-340

Address: 7673 Cserkút, Petőfi u. 18.
Webpage: www.vackorhazak.hu 
E-mail: somogyvarivackor@t-online.hu
Name of the contact person: Margit Somogyváriné Koncz 
Accessibility of the contact person: 7673 Cserkút, Petőfi u. 27.
+36/72/564-138; +36/30/9861-078
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NATURAL VALUESCANA - HILL

FISHING LAKE

The Cserkút Hills, which is also called Rocky 
soil, is situated south from Cserkút. One of 
its hills is called the Cana Hill. Its name can 
probably be originated from the beloved 
meadow of the pigs of the village which was 
formerly there. 

The natural formation covered by forests is 
varied by arable land and meadows. The 
Cana Hill which is formed out of a hard type 
of rock is a petrological peculiarity since its 
resistant rock protected the softer 
sandstone layer, allocated in a lower level, 
from the erosion. 

From the hilltop, which represents geologi-
cal values, there is a beautiful panorama 
towards the Jakab Mountain and the Cserkút 
Basin. 

We can also enjoy the beauty of the landscape 
and its romantic spirit when we are walking in the 
streets of Cserkút but there are also several hiking 

trails from the village to the Jakab Mountain 
which is part of the Danube Drava National Park. 

We can reach the Babás Szerkövek (puppet-like 
altar-stones) and the Zsongorkő (Zsongor stone) 
viewpoint with a pleasant hiking. The persistent 

hikers are gifted by the mountain with an 
extraordinary panorama view at both cli� 

formations. 

The scenery of Cserkút is also raised by a peaceful and relaxing �shing lake. The surroundings of the 
lake are tidy, it is continuously getting prettier. Thanks to the local government and the local civilian 
cooperation the lakebed was dredged out in 2018, thus a reborn lake welcomes the visitors. Fishing is 
now more pleasant with the waterside grill places, benches and rain shelters. The �sh stock of the lake 
is rich, we can also catch such peculiar species as the koi carp, but we should carefully return them to 
the lake. One can arrange the licences necessary in the �sh keeper’s house allocated at the waterside. 
Walking at the shores of the lake or just sitting there one can enjoy the beauties of the Jakab Mountain. 



BABÁS -
SZERKÖVEK

According 
to the story two very well-�xed families 

were living in the village at the foot of the Jakab Mountain. One day an unfamiliar 
beggar knocked on their doors asking for food and shelter. The well-�xed families were not 

just giving anything to the poor man but they also beat and chased him away. Thereupon the poor 
man cursed them shouting: “Turn into stone when you want to be the happiest!” Both rich men had a 

daughter. The daughters were getting married at the same day. The wedding was held at the church of the 
friars of the Jakab Mountain. After the �rst wedding the guests came down from the mountain when the wedding 
guests of the second were just heading upwards. The two groups of wedding guests met each other just there when 
the passage was the narrowest along the abyss. The two haughty bridegroom’s fathers were shouting to each other. 
“We will not give way to you, you should do this” – shouted the one coming down to the other heading upwards. The 
other yelled that they will not even take a step in favour of this. Finally they almost said at the same time: “We should 

rather turn to stone but we will not give way”. At this very moment both wedding guests turned to stone. Since 
then they stand as red cli�s in the hillside, gently observing the every-day life of the people of Cserkút. 

And the other stone behind them symbolises the horses and the carriage. 
The group of cli�s which are one of the natural wonders of Hungary are a beloved 

target area for the amateur cli�-climbers as well.

The cli� formation, formed naturally from red 
sandstone, towers over the heads of the trees on the 
southern slopes of the Mecsek Mountains, at the side of 
the Jakab Mountain. 

The shape of the Babás szerkövek formed in the Creta-
ceous era resembles to human �gures. Its name on the 
one hand refers to its puppet-like shape and on the 
other hand to the sacri�cial place of our ancestors 
(“szerkő” means altar-stone). Nevertheless a legend is 
connected to its peculiar shape, but in reality it is due to 
the geological processes of the past millions of years. Its 
material was transported to the shores by the water-
courses formed during great precipitation periods in a 
warm and dry climate, where this deposit was cemented 
together by silica solutions. This hard conglomerate is 
eroding quite slowly, but the less resistant materials 
around it are completely destroyed by erosion, thus the 
cli�s constantly overtopped their environment through 
time. The deposit transported by the wind constantly 
erodes them, the frost crumbles the small towers, where 
the softer parts attenuate faster. 

man cursed them shouting: “Turn into stone when you want to be the happiest!” Both rich men had a 
daughter. The daughters were getting married at the same day. The wedding was held at the church of the 
friars of the Jakab Mountain. After the �rst wedding the guests came down from the mountain when the wedding 
guests of the second were just heading upwards. The two groups of wedding guests met each other just there when 
the passage was the narrowest along the abyss. The two haughty bridegroom’s fathers were shouting to each other. 
“We will not give way to you, you should do this” – shouted the one coming down to the other heading upwards. The 
other yelled that they will not even take a step in favour of this. Finally they almost said at the same time: “We should 

rather turn to stone but we will not give way”. At this very moment both wedding guests turned to stone. Since 
then they stand as red cli�s in the hillside, gently observing the every-day life of the people of Cserkút. 

LEGEND
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ZSONGORKŐ
(ZSONGOR STONE)
VIEWPOINT

The hikers will �nd a wonderful panorama on the 540 m 
high natural viewpoint. Its curiosity is that the 
viewpoint if the cli� itself. The history of its formation 
can be dated back to a legend of the Turkish times. 
According to this it was named after a young man called 
Zsongor who jumped into the depths with his love 
because of the Turkish who were chasing them. 

In 1892 an iron banister was built on the red sandstone 
cli� formation by the Mecsek Association so since then 
the visitors can safely take pleasure of the panorama. In 
a pleasant weather, standing on the overhanging, we 
can even see the Croatian mountains. Not far from the 
viewpoint we can �nd the Remete (Hermit)-cave. 

„At 
the foot of the Jakab 

Mountain a lad was living called Zsongor. This lad had a 
beautiful bride. The Turkish pasha, living in the fortress of the Jakab 

Mountain, set eyes on the girl and with fraud he kidnapped her and took her in 
his castle. Zsongor was waiting for the favourable occasion and in a stormy night 
he set forth to rescue the girl. They managed to escape but in the last moment the 

guards discovered the elopement and started to chase Zsongor on horses, who 
seated the girl behind him in the saddle. They could not elude and the persecutors 
enclosed them. Zsongor reached a very �at stone with his horse, under the rock it 

was the fearsome depth. When his persecutors approached him he spurred his 
horse and jumped into the depth from the cli�. Together with his love they 

were crushed to death but they were not captured by the Turks. The 
inhabitants of the near village buried them decently at the 

open area under the cli� and since then the cli� 
is called Zsongor stone.”

Mountain, set eyes on the girl and with fraud he kidnapped her and took her in 
his castle. Zsongor was waiting for the favourable occasion and in a stormy night 
he set forth to rescue the girl. They managed to escape but in the last moment the 

guards discovered the elopement and started to chase Zsongor on horses, who 
seated the girl behind him in the saddle. They could not elude and the persecutors 
enclosed them. Zsongor reached a very �at stone with his horse, under the rock it 

was the fearsome depth. When his persecutors approached him he spurred his 
horse and jumped into the depth from the cli�. Together with his love they 
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CSERKÚT IS GETTING RICHER 

The aim of the project, gaining support in 2017, entitled Sustainable table – culinary traditions and 
innovations along the Baranya Greenway (Eat Green) is to promote through environment 
conscious gastrotourism the discovery and valorisation of local products and heritage and the 
actuation of the local inhabitants and the tourists to environment conscious and healthy lifestyle. 

Taking into consideration this mission, within the framework of the project, in the backyard of the 
local government a culinary workshop and a community space has been created in Cserkút, which 
technical acceptance was taking place in June, 2019. The unique attraction, having a modern 
kitchen established at the place of the former shed, contains an event room with a capacity of 
welcoming 80 persons, thus it could serve for the community cooking occasions, workshops and 
trainings with gastronomy topics and for events as well with a worthy location. 

At the same time the culinary workshop provides an outstanding opportunity to make the 
products of the local producers and craftsmen more accessible and to familiarize the characteristic 
rude-growing eatable plants and yield of the forests and meadows of the Western Mecsek, to recall 
the old gastronomical traditions and boiling and cooking procedures and to pass on the cultural 
values. Apart from the local population the advantages of the gastronomy experience space can 
also be enjoyed by the nearby civilian organisations and the inhabitants of the region as well. 

Gastronomy experience space
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The publication was made with the support of the Interreg V-A Hungary – Croatia cooperation Programme 2014 – 
2020, as a part of the Eat Green, HUHR/1601/2.1.3/0022 project with the accreditation of the Local Government of the 
Village of Cserkút. 

The present document has been accomplsihed with the co-�nancing of the European Union. Its content exclusively 
belongs to the full scope of responsibility of the Local Government of the Village of Cserkút. The materials that can be 
found here cannot be regarded as such which re�ect the o�cial standpoint of the European Union / or of the Managing 
Authority of the the HU-HR Interreg V – A CBC Program.


